
2 Kings 21:1-18                  Manasseh Becomes King     How do we go from one of the more righteous kings of Judah to by far the most reprobate?  Manasseh succeeds Hezekiah as king of Judah and he reigns for fifty-five years.  All of the religious reforms and cleansings done by Hezekiah will be undone by his own son Manasseh.  Manasseh re-establishes all of the  idol worship purged by Hezekiah.  He did all that Ahab had done and worse.  Ahab did not have the ability to set up altars to false gods in the temple but Manasseh did and did.  It appears that Manasseh had no  fear of God when one considers all that he did.  It is as though he was searching for the most powerful god  and held auditions for any and all in an effort to find him.  It is clear that the LORD was not in the top tier of Manasseh’s pantheon. [ESV Study Bible Notes pp. 686-687
“21:1-9  Manasseh is  the  very  worst  of  the  Judean  kings,  indulging  in  all  that  has  been  most  reprehensible in the religion of Israel (both north and south) in the preceding chapters of 1-2 Kings, and adding to it (despicable practices of the nations).  His father’s reforms are reversed as the high places are  rebuilt (v.  3) so that idolatry can resume there,  and a new  Asherah  (v.  3) replaces the one that Hezekiah removed (see 2 Kings 18:4).  Manasseh built altars for all the host of heaven (21:5; see 17:7-23) in the two courts of the temple (both the inner court described in 1 Kings 6:36 and in the ‘middle court’ described in 2 Kings 20:4).  His grandfather Ahaz is his role model, as he sacrifices his own son in the fire (21:6) and uses fortune-telling and omens (v. 6; see 16:3 [“but he {Ahaz} walked in the way of the Kings of Israel.  He even burned his son as an offering, according to the despicable practices of the nations  whom the  LORD drove  out  before  the  people  of  Israel.”],  17:7-23  [lists  the  offenses  of  Israel {northern tribes} which brought about their captivity]; also Deut. 18:10-11 [“There shall  not be found among you anyone who burns his son or his daughter as an offering, anyone who practices divination or  tells fortunes or interprets omens, or a sorcerer or a charmer of a medium or a necromancer of one who inquires of the dead, for whoever does these things is an abomination to the LORD.”]  Ahab  (cf. 2 Kings 21:3)  stands  behind  Ahaz;  and  King  Saul’s  reign  is  also  echoed  in  the  reference  to  mediums  and 
necromancers (v. 6; 1 Sam. 28:3-25), divination by inquiring of the dead.  The LORD of hosts (1 Kings 18:15;  19:10  etc.)  has  become  to  Manasseh  merely  a  god  among hosts,  with  a  consort  goddess  for company (Asherah) and open to manipulation by occult means.  If the LORD previously drove out before 
the people of Israel the nations that did these things before (2 Kings 21:2, 9), what will happen now to Judah?”] It is important to know that the Judeans knew why the northern tribes were carried away.  They (the northern tribes) were to serve as an object lesson to Judah but…  “Because Manasseh king of Judah has  committed these abominations and has done things more evil than all that the Amorites did, who were before him, and has made Judah also to sin with his idols, therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Behold, I am bring upon Jerusalem and Judah such disaster that the ears of everyone who hears of it will  tingle…”  (2 Kings 21:11-12 ESV)   The Lord then goes on to outline what he will do, mimicking what he did to Samaria.  Because Manasseh reigned so long (55 years) the nation labored under the impression that what he was doing was not being  called into question.  The Lord tried to get through to Manasseh by the prophets, but he was unwilling to hear.   Another complaint of the LORD leveled against Manasseh was that he had shed “much innocent blood”. (v. 16)  Interestingly enough, Manasseh was  not buried in the “city of David” with many of the kings who had preceded him, but rather in the garden of his house.
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[ESV Study Bible Notes p. 687
“21:17-18 Manasseh’s burial site lay outside the “city of David” (i.e., the original settled area of Jerusalem on the southern hill)  that is noted as the resting place of preceding kings (e.g.,  Ahaz in 16:20).   The  
garden of Uzza was perhaps an enclosure on the Temple Mount dedicated to the Arabian goddess al-Uzza,  who  was  identified  with  Venus  (notice  Manasseh’s  worship  of  astral  deities  in  21:3  {“…and worshiped all the host of heaven”}), or an enclosure at the southern end of the Kidron Valley, just outside the city walls, where there was a “king’s garden” (25:4; Neh. 3:15).  Already in Solomon’s day, the eastern slopes of the Kidron Valley were associated with idolatrous worship (1 Kings 11:7 {“Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the abomination of Moab, and for Molech the abomination of the Ammonites, on the mountain east of Jerusalem.” – emphasis added}.”)]Verses 19-26 tell  us that Amon, who was twenty-two, succeeded his  father Manasseh as king and he lasted only two years.  He followed in the steps of his father and did what was evil in the sight of the Lord.  His  servants  conspired  against  him  and  killed  him  and  the  people  sought  out  the  conspirators  and dispatched them and made Josiah, Amon’s son, king.  
2 Kings 22:1-13               Josiah Reigns in Judah / Josiah Enquires of the LORDJosiah was eight years old when he began to reign and reigned for thirty-one years in Jerusalem.  “And he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD and walked in all the way of David his father, and he did not turn aside to the right or to the left.”  (2 Kings 22:2 ESV)Because Manasseh and Amon eschewed (i.e. go around or avoid) the way of the LORD, it happened that the temple fell into disrepair.  Josiah commissioned Hilkiah the high priest to take the money collected for the temple and give it to the workmen to get the temple repaired.  Then something wonderful happened: Hilkiah found a book in the temple.   Hilkiah handed the book (the Book of the Law) to Shaphan his  secretary and told him to bring it to the king and read it to him.  Josiah’s response is encouraging. “When the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, he tore his clothes.” (2 Kings 22:11 ESV)  What could Josiah have heard that would make him react like that?  He sends his aides along with Hilkiah’s  secretary back to Hilkiah to have him inquire of the LORD concerning this book saying: “Go, inquire of the Lord for me, and for the people, and for all Judah, concerning the words of this book that has been found.  For great is the wrath of the LORD that is kindled against us, because  our fathers have not obeyed the words of this book, to do according to all that is written concerning us.” (2 Kings 22:13 emphasis added)  It appears that Josiah’s heart is moved toward the LORD.  
2 Kings 22:14-23:3             The LORD’s AnswerHilkiah sought  out  a  prophet  in  the  land  who  might  enquire  of  the  LORD.   He  came  upon Huldah,  a prophetess who lived in Jerusalem.  She said: “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: ‘Tell the man who sent you to me, Thus says the LORD, Behold, I will bring disaster upon this place and upon its inhabitants,  all the words of this book that the king of Judah has read.’” (2 Kings 22:15b-16 ESV)  The LORD decries all of the idolatry and promises to bring his wrath upon the city and its inhabitants.  Josiah, because he  humbled himself, receives a personal message from the LORD: “‘But to the king of Judah, who sent you to inquire of the LORD, thus shall you say to him, Thus says the LORD; the God of Israel: Regarding the words that you have heard, because your heart was penitent, and you humbled yourself before the L ORD, when you heard how I spoke against this place and against its inhabitants, that they should become a desolation Writing Group    October 4, 2011 Page 2



and a curse, and you have torn your clothes and wept before me, I also have heard you, declares the L ORD. Therefore, behold, I will gather you to your fathers, and you shall be gathered to your grave in peace, and your eyes shall not see all the disaster that I will bring upon this place.’” (2 Kings 22:18-20 ESV)  Not  unlike the mercy shown to the despicable Ahab! (1 Kings 21:29)[ESV Study Bible Notes p. 689
“22:8 I have found the Book of the Law.  The phrase “Book of the Law” is used in the Pentateuch (the first five books of the Old Testament) only in reference to Deuteronomy (e.g., Deut 28:61; 29:21), which  was read to the king and provided the basis for his actions.  Available to the kings of Israel and Judah in  previous years (cf. 1 Kings 2:3; 2 Kings 10:31; 14:6; 18:6), it was evidently lost or concealed during the  long reign of the apostate Manasseh, who systematically infringed its laws.
“22:11-13 Although it is not until the eighteenth year of his reign (v. 3) that the new king begins to take  action concerning the apostate conditions of wor.ship in Judah, the authors of 1-2 Kings do not blame him. Brought up in a royal court that had been apostate for 57 years and that subjected all opposition to a  reign of terror, Josiah was not aware of the LORD’s demands.  As soon as he became aware,  he tore his 
clothes in grief and despair (cf. 1 Kings 21:27; 2 Kings 5:7-8; 6:30; 11:4; 19:1-2) and sent officials to 
inquire of the LORD.

“22:14-16 Huldah.  It was not Jeremiah or Zephaniah (Jer. 1:2; Zeph. 1:1) who was consulted, but an obscure prophetess who was the wife of a court official or perhaps of one of the temple personnel (it is  not clear whether Shallum was in charge of the wardrobe of the king or of the priests).  Huldah lived in the  Second Quarter of Jerusalem, probably a residential area on the western hill.  Her words confirm  what is already known from the unnamed prophets of 2 Kings 21: the Lord is going to bring disaster on Jerusalem and its people.”]Encouraged with this prophetic word, Josiah then goes up to the house of the LORD, and all Jerusalem with him, and “he read in their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant that had been found in the house of the LORD.”  The king stood by the pillar and made a covenant with the LORD to do and observe all that was written in the Book of the Law.  All the people joined in the covenant.  Josiah’s standing by the  pillar  is  indicative  that  this  was  an  official  act  as  king,  similar  to  a  royal  edict.   We  have  seen  the significance of “standing by the pillar” before when Joash was proclaimed king before the evil Athaliah (2  Kings 11:14 ff.)  Unlike his great-grandfather Hezekiah, Josiah took all of this to heart and began religious reform throughout Judah.  [ESV Study Bible Notes p. 690
“23:2-3 the king went up to the house of the LORD.  Since Josiah is a pious king, Huldah’s oracle about the future does not deflect him from the path of religious reform; reformation in the light of the Book of 
the Covenant is still the right thing to do.  His first move is to organize a covenant-renewal ceremony (cf.  11:12-14, when the king also stood by the pillar).” 
2 Kings 23:4-25         Josiah’s ReformsJosiah cleansed the temple (yet again!) and removed all of the items which were used in the worship of the false gods which Manasseh had set up in the temple.  All of these things were brought out and burned outside Jerusalem in the Kidron Valley and the ashes were brought to Bethel.  This is significant because Bethel was one of the two places in Israel where Jereboam I set up a golden calf (an idol) for the people of Writing Group    October 4, 2011 Page 3



Israel (the northern tribes) to worship at so they would not have to go to Jerusalem.  Josiah made a clean sweep of the temple and its practices.  He deposed all the priests of the false gods and tore down the high places and removed the male cult prostitutes.  He did to the temple what the LORD had done to Israel – removed them from his sight.  This is the kind of thing that the LORD will also do to Judah because their sins are deemed worse than those of Israel.   “And the Lord said to me in the days of King Josiah:  … ‘Faithless Israel has shown herself more righteous than treacherous Judah.’” (Jeremiah 3:6, 11)  Here we have Jeremiah traveling about Judah during the time of Josiah crying in a wilderness of idolatry.  Jeremiah was preaching that that the LORD had given Israel a bill of divorce because of their sins.  Why would Judah escape with less?    Josiah had what might best be described as a “scorched earth” policy regarding the high places and the  altars and shrines dedicated to any god other than the LORD.  There would be no other place of worship except in Jerusalem.  Once in Bethel, Josiah destroyed the high place, burned the Asherah (the consort  goddess for the LORD provided to Him by Manasseh).  Not happy with that, Josiah unearthed the bones of those buried in Bethel in the high place and burned them on the altar and defiled it “according to the word of the LORD that the man of God proclaimed who had predicted these things.” (2 Kings 23:16 ESV. See also 1 Kings 13:2 where the prophesy is proclaimed.)Because of turmoil going on in Assyria, Josiah carries his campaign throughout the land of Israel (the northern kingdom) with the same fervor.  He destroyed all the high places in Israel.  Remember that the current inhabitants of the land (imports from Assyria) pleaded to have a priest from among the captive Israelites to go back to Samaria to teach the inhabitants to fear the LORD because the LORD had sent lions among them because they did not  “fear”  him.   This  then,  confirms that  the  teaching from the priest necessarily included idolatry.  Josiah then prepared for a Passover feast to excel those of Hezekiah and even David.  [ESV Study Bible Notes p. 691
“23:22 A Passover like this had not been observed since the days of the judges who judged Israel (see Joshua 5:10-12 for the last mention of Passover in the narrative; also Deut. 16:1-8 for the stipulations,  esp. v.6).  In celebrating this festival Josiah outstrips not only Hezekiah in faithfulness to God, but even David.”]Josiah’s  reform  campaign  continues  in  that  he  removed  all  the  mediums,  necromancers,  and  the household gods prevalent at that time “that he might establish the words of the law that were written in  the book that Hilkiah the priest found in the house of the LORD.” (2 Kings 23:24 ESV)  Josiah receives the highest accolade from the Chronicler: “Before him there was no king like him, who turned to the LORD with all his heart and with all his soul and with all this might, according to all the Law of Moses, nor did any like him arise after him.” (2 Kings 23:25 ESV)  Josiah was killed in Megiddo by Pharaoh.  He was thirty-nine years old.  Jehoahaz his son became king.
2 Kings 23:36-24:20           Jehoiakim Becomes KingJehoahaz, Josiah’s son became king and he reigned but three months in Jerusalem.  He was twenty-three when he became king, but was imprisoned by Pharaoh, as a threat.  Jehoahaz managed in three months to Writing Group    October 4, 2011 Page 4



earn the epigram “he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his fathers had done.” (2 Kings 23:21 ESV)  Josiah’s next son Eliakim (“Whom God establishes”) was made king, also by Pharaoh. Pharaoh changed Eliakim’s name to Jehoiakim (“Jehovah has set up”).  Jehoiakim was twenty-five when he began to reign and he ruled for eleven years.  Unhappily, he did what was evil in the sight of the L ORD.  It makes me wonder what life was like in Josiah’s house.  Josiah was, by far, the most righteous of  all of Judah’s kings and yet we have now seen two of his sons known as doing what was evil in the sight of the LORD.  This drives home the point of Proverbs 22:6 “Train up a child in the way he should go; even when  he is old he will not depart from it.” (ESV)  Maybe Josiah was too busy with national religious reform, or maybe his sons did not listen to him.The sands of time were running out for Judah.  Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, came up to Jerusalem  and subjected Jehoiakim as a vassal for three years until he got tired of that and rebelled.  Not his best  moment.   The  bible  tells  us  that  the  Lord  sent  the  Chaldeans  (Babylonians),  bands  of  Syrians,  and Moabites  and  Ammonites  against  Judah  to  destroy  it.   Surprise  enough  except  that  Judah  had  been warned for decades (or centuries) by the prophets of their disobedience (idolatry).  The punishment was because of  the sins of  Manasseh;  particularly offensive was his  shedding of  so much innocent blood.  Unsettling most of  all  is  that the bible tells  us that “the LORD would not pardon”.  (2 Kings 24:4 ESV) Jehoiakim dies and his son, get this, Jehoiachin became king.  [Is it any wonder that people get confused about all these kings’ names?]  Jehoiachin was but eighteen when he started out and already “he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD …” (v. 9 ESV)  After but three months he surrendered to Nebuchadnezzar and thus began the “Babylonian Captivity” as it is called.  Jehoiachin and all his court and all of the treasures of both the palace and the  temple, along with all the mighty men of valor were carried off to Babylon along with 10,000 captives.  Only the poor (the least influential) were left behind to fend for themselves.  Jehoichan’s uncle Mattaniah, better known to us as Zedekiah, was left behind to rule as Nebuchadnezzar’s vassal.  Like so many kings before him, Zedekiah did what was evil in the sight of the L ORD.  “For because of the anger of the LORD it came to the point in Jerusalem and Judah that he cast them out from his presence.” (2 Kings 24:20 ESV)  Thus the exile begins.
Jeremiah 35:1-19                    Jeremiah’s Hospitality toward the RechabitesThe word of the LORD came to Jeremiah telling him to invite the Rechabites to the house of the Lord and offer them wine to drink.  Who are the Rechabites you ask?  [ESV Study Bible Notes p. 1437
“35:2 Rechabites.  Nomadic tribe that originated with the Kenites (see Judges 4:11; 1 Sam. 15:6; 1 Chron.  2:55) and was associated with Jehu’s purge (of the house of Ahab) in 842 B.C. (2 Kings 10:15-17).  The 
chambers of the  house of the Lord  were used for storage or for living quarters (cf. 1 Kings 6:5; Neh. 13:4-9).  Offer them wine.  Normally associated with hospitality.”]  They are not among the tribes of Israel (Jacob).So Jeremiah offers the Rechabites some wine but they refuse.  Jeremiah learns that Jonadab the son of  Rechab had commanded his sons never to take wine nor to build houses but rather to live in tents all their days.  I guess he did not want them to be “held” by land and property.  These people were fastidious in  
Writing Group    October 4, 2011 Page 5



their observance of the command of their father Jonadab.  They found themselves living in Jerusalem only because of the onslaught of Nebuchadnezzar.This was, of course, an object lesson for the captive people of God.  “Will you not receive instruction and  listen to my words? declares the LORD.  The command that Jonadab gave to his sons, to drink no wine, has been kept, and they drink none to this day, for they have obeyed their father’s command.  I have spoken to  you persistently, but you have not listened to me. …  Therefore, thus says the LORD, the God of hosts, the God of Israel: Behold, I am bringing upon Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem all the disaster that I  have pronounced against them, because I have spoken to them and they have not listened, I have called to them and they have not answered.” (Jeremiah 35:13b-14; 17 ESV)  For their obedience to their father, the Rechabites are told by Jeremiah, “… therefore thus says the L ORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Jonadab the son of Rechab shall never lack a man to stand before me.” (Jeremiah 35:19 ESV)  Obedience has its benefits.
Jeremiah 36:1-10                  Jeremiah Dictates a Message from the LORD As so often happens in the lives of prophets, they fall out of favor with the king and religious leaders. Such was the case of Jeremiah.  Jeremiah found himself banned from going into the house of the LORD.  It also happened that the LORD had a message for Jeremiah to deliver to the people of Judah.  That figures. How to work around this?  I  am supposing that all  of this happened  before the Babylonian Captivity. Undaunted, Jeremiah dictates to his scribe Baruch all the words he needs to announce to the people of Judah.  Jeremiah’s heart is breaking because of the apostasy of Judah!  “I am banned from going to the  house of the LORD, so you are to go on a day of fasting in the hearing of all the people in the L ORD’s house you shall read the words of the LORD from the scroll that you have written at my dictation.” (Jeremiah 36:5-6 ESV)   Evidently  fasts  are  not  declared  except  for  national  emergencies.   Well  such  an  emergency  was proclaimed the next year in the ninth month (December of 604 B.C.) about the time that Nebuchadnezzar had designs on Jerusalem.  “In the fifth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, in the ninth  month, all the people in Jerusalem and all the people who came from the cities of Judah to Jerusalem proclaimed a fast  before  the  LORD.   Then in the  hearing of  all  the people,  Baruch read the  words of Jeremiah from the scroll…” (Jeremiah 36:9-10a ESV)  Interestingly, we turn to God once we know we are  helpless. 
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