
Jeremiah 44:1-19                  Jeremiah’s Plea to the Jews in Egypt      Those remaining in Jerusalem had asked Jeremiah to pray to the LORD for them for direction.  “Then they said to Jeremiah, ‘May the LORD be a true and faithful witness against us if we do not act according to all the word with which the LORD your God sends you to us.  Whether it is good or bad, we will obey the voice of the LORD our God to whom we are sending you.’” (Jeremiah 42:5-6 ESV)  Jeremiah had continually advised  the  people  not to  seek  refuge  in  Egypt.   After  the  murder  of  Gedaliah,  in  fear  the  people immigrated to Egypt against the LORD’s express command: “Then hear the word of the LORD, O remnant of Judah.  Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: if you set your faces to enter Egypt and go to live there, then the sword that you fear shall overtake you there in the land of Egypt, and the famine of which you are afraid shall follow close after you to Egypt, and there you shall die.  All the men who set their faces to go to Egypt to live there shall  die by the sword, by famine,  and by pestilence.   They shall  have no remnant or survivor from the disaster that I will bring upon them.” (Jeremiah 42:15-17 ESV).  That seems rather clear.  By the end of Chapter 42 the LORD becomes a bit more emphatic: “For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: As my anger and my wrath were poured out on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so  my wrath will be poured out on you when you go to Egypt.  You shall become and execration [ the act of  
cursing or  denouncing;  the  curse  so  uttered;  an  object  of  curses;  something  detested  –  Webster’s  New Collegiate Dictionary p. 400.  1975], a horror, a curse, and a taunt.  You shall see this place no more.  The LORD has said to you, O remnant of Judah, ‘Do not go to Egypt.  Know for a certainty that I have warned you this day that you have gone astray at the cost of your lives.’” (Jeremiah 42:18-20a ESV)  It seems that  nothing is learned through the harsh lessons the LORD is teaching.  You may remember that the LORD had advised the exiles in Jeremiah Chapter 29 to settle in their new land and to establish themselves (by marrying and giving in marriage) and have children and build a future for  themselves: “multiply there, and do not decrease” (Jeremiah 29:6b ESV).  As distasteful as it seemed, they were told to pray for their captors: “But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.”  (Jeremiah 29:7)  Sounds a lot like Jesus when he said “You have heard that it  was said,  ‘You shall  love our neighbor and hate your enemy.’  But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. … You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”  (Matthew 5:43-45a; 48 ESV)  Since it was the LORD’s design to have the people be made captive, it was also his design to continue to care for them.  I bring this up only to point out that it was the LORD’s intention that the remnant remain in Jerusalem and to “multiply there, and do not decrease” just as the captives in Babylon.  The seventy years exile may be  likened to the forty years the Israelites spent wandering in the wilderness, with pretty much the same  result.  The prevailing sin continuously was idolatry.  [“Continuously” meaning without interruption as opposed to “continually” which allows for interruption. – j.t.]  Even in Egypt, after the fall of Jerusalem, the people continued on in their idolatrous practices by making offerings to other gods.  As the people did not listen to Jeremiah when he warned them of the impending disaster slated for Jerusalem, so they did not heed him here.  They were to go to Egypt against the express command of the LORD and would continue there at their peril.  The people shrugged off what Jeremiah warned as the rantings of a demented old fool.  The response to Jeremiah of the people to these threats was: “As for the word that you have spoken to us in the name of the LORD, we will not listen to you.  But we will do everything that we have vowed,  make offerings to the queen of heaven and pour out drink offerings to her, as we did, both we and out  fathers, our kings and officials, in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem.”  (Jeremiah 44:16-17 ESV)  Their rationale was, in essence, “this is the way we have always done it!”  Like the Israelites in  Writing Group    October 18, 2011 Page 1



leaving Egypt, these people pined for the way things were when “we had plenty of food and prospered, and saw no disaster.  But since we left off making offerings to the queen of heaven and pouring out drink  offerings  to  her,  we  have  lacked  everything and  have  been consumed  by the  sword  and  by famine.” (Jeremiah 44:17b-18 ESV)  The argument is always the same: things were better before the LORD took over.  They could not see that all the disaster was as a result of their worship of “the queen of heaven”.  
Lamentations 1:1-12                  Jerusalem’s DevastationLet’s begin with a definition of what a lamentation is or what it is not.  According Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary (1975):  lamentation (noun) an act or instance of lamenting. [How helpful is that?]  lament (verb) to mourn aloud:  WAIL; to express sorrow or mourning for often demonstratively:  MOURN; to regret strongly.  (noun) a crying out in grief:  WAILING; DIRGE; ELEGY; COMPLAINT.  That is probably what most of us think  of  when  we  think  of  lament or  lamentation.   The  biblical  definition  goes  a  little  further: “Lamentations  is  not  an emotional  outburst  but  a  formal  expression of  grief  in  a  high literary  style. However, each lament moves rapidly from one topic to the next, revealing that the writer’s soul is still in turmoil.  Like most elegies, the lyrics in Lamentations deal with profound loss by recollecting past glories  and cataloging what is  now gone forever,  lamenting the finality of  the losses while at the same time seeking consolation in present sorrows and some hope for the future.” [ESV Study Bible Introduction to Lamentations p. 1477]  So although we may associate mourning and grieving with lamenting, the biblical  view includes an element of hope.  Lamentations is ascribed to Jeremiah though the book does not itself identify its author.  It was written sometime between the fall of Jerusalem (587  B.C.) and the renaissance of temple worship (in 516  B.C.) Clearly, if Jeremiah is the author, the earlier date is more likely since he will be dead by 516  B.C.  The lamentations are poems written acrostically which means little  to those of  us confined to other than Hebrew.  It means that the first verse begins with the first letter of the Hebrew alphabet; the second with the second and so forth until the 22 letters of the Hebrew alphabet are expended.  What this means to us  is that a great deal of thought and skill went into the writing of Lamentations.  The writer of Lamentations  was no slouch.   Verses 1-2 describes Jerusalem after the Babylonians have destroyed it (and its temple).  She is like a widow where once she was like a princess, she is now a slave.  Now she weeps and is deserted by her “lovers”; there is none to comfort her.  She is surrounded by her enemies.  All of this was foretold by Jeremiah and by other prophets, even Moses some 1,300 years before (Deuteronomy 32:15-38).  Verses  3-4 describe the desolation and the fear in Judah.  Judah now dwells among the nations (she had always thought herself better than they); there is no rest and as prophesied, she is overtaken by her pursuers. Zion (i.e., Jerusalem) is desolate and there is no joy “and she herself suffers bitterly.” (Lamentations 1:4b ESV)  Verses 5-6 tell us that the writer knew why all this happened: “Because the LORD has afflicted her for the  multitude  of  her  transgressions”.  (Lamentations  1:5a  ESV)  Verse  6  tells  us  that  the  princes  are without strength.  The heartbreak is that the people could not see that their strength was in the LORD and so relied upon their own, which always, like fuel, runs out.  David wrote about 400 years before: “The LORD is  the  strength  of  my life;  of  whom shall  I  be  afraid?”  (Psalms  27:1b  KJV)   Who were  Jerusalem’s 
“lovers”? (The “nations” and their false gods.)  How is it that even now Judah does not repent?  (Pride) Verse 7 tells us that “Jerusalem remembers” all the precious things from days of old.  Well, one of those  things they did not remember was Psalm 27:1b.  We have seen time and again that the faith was poorly transmitted to the next generation.  In Josiah’s time the Book of the Law had laid lost in the temple for  Writing Group    October 18, 2011 Page 2



many years.   Josiah was so moved (or upset, or broken for Judah’s sake) that he donned a mourning attitude and thus launched his religious reforms throughout the land.  But even his sons “did evil in the  sight of the Lord”.  Where is the disconnect?  “You shall therefore lay up these words of mine in your heart and in your soul, and you shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between  your eyes.  You shall teach them to your children, talking of them when you are sitting in your house, and  
when you are walking by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.   You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and your gates, that your days and the days of your children may be multiplied in the land that the LORD swore to your fathers to give them, as long as the heavens are above the earth.”  (Deuteronomy 11:18-21 ESV  emphasis  added)   Verse 7 continues  telling us that  Jerusalem’s  enemies mocked and gloated at her downfall.  What does Jerusalem remember?  (The precious things from days of old.  “The good old days.”  They, like us, remember what they want to remember, not necessarily the truth of the thing.)  Why could none help her?  Why was Jerusalem mocked and gloated over?  (None could help her because it was the LORD’s doing.  Jerusalem was mocked and gloated over as a result of her pride – she would not humble herself before God.) Verse 8 says that Jerusalem had sinned grievously and that all who had honored her now despise her and have seen her “nakedness”.  This nakedness harkens to the image of a marriage: the L ORD was Jerusalem’s (more specifically Judah’s and Israel’s) husband.  This imagery is also alluded to in verse 2 “Among all her lovers she has none to comfort her…” (ESV)  Seeing her nakedness means she had broken her marriage vows (covenant) with the LORD.  Idolatry was the means by which the covenant was broken.  We also see that Jerusalem discovers shame: “for they have seen her nakedness; she herself groans and turns her face  away.” (ESV)  Why is the image of marriage so important?  (It describes the relationship of Israel [& Judah] to God.  This is a constant theme throughout the entire bible.)  What is the “nakedness” that was 
seen?  Verse 9 reiterates the violation of the marriage vows: “Her uncleanness was in her skirts.” (ESV)  There is a plea: “O Lord, behold my affliction, for the enemy has triumphed!” (ESV)  The ESV Study Bible suggests that the enemy was Babylon.  I think it goes much deeper than that.  Jerusalem was her own enemy.  She it was who did not listen to Moses and the prophets but “As for the word that you have spoken to us in the  name of the LORD, we will not listen to you.” (Jeremiah 44:16 ESV) That, I think, is the enemy.  The result of  the inattentiveness of Judah shows itself in that the present enemy (the Babylonians) have desecrated the temple “those whom you forbade to enter your congregation.” (v. 10b ESV)
What is meant by uncleanness? (Sinned grievously v. 8 – Idolatry – though not stated, is the prevailing sin against God.  Except for Josiah, all kings after him, “did evil in the sight of the L ORD.)   Are we today 
guilty of the same thing?  How? Verses 11 & 12 talk of the starvation rampant in Jerusalem during the fall of the city.  There is something  like self-pity in verse 12 “Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by?  Look and see if there is any sorrow like my sorrow which was brought upon me, which the Lord inflicted on the day of his fierce anger.”  There is a  cross-reference in The ESV Study Bible to Daniel 9:12-15.  Daniel would have been written in about the same time-frame and certainly from a different perspective.  Daniel, at this time, was actually an exile in Babylon. “He has confirmed his words, which he spoke against us and against our rulers who ruled us, by  bringing upon us a great calamity.  For under the whole heaven there has not been done anything like  what has been done against Jerusalem.  As it is written in the Law of Moses, all this calamity has come upon us; yet we have not entreated the favor of the LORD our God, turning from our iniquities and gaining insight by your truth.  Therefore the LORD has kept ready the calamity and has brought it upon us, for the LORD our God is righteous in all the works that he has done, and we have not obeyed his voice.  And now, O Writing Group    October 18, 2011 Page 3



Lord our God, who brought your people out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and have made a name for yourself, as at this day, we have sinned, we have done wickedly.”  It was pretty clear to Daniel,  who was hundreds of miles away, what was going on.  What does “starvation” refer to?  How is it 
symbolic of spiritual privation?  How does the passage from Daniel fit this situation?  (I think the people were so “dull of hearing” that they could not imagine that this chastisement from the L ORD was warranted.  Daniel and the writer of Lamentations were keenly sensitive of Judah’s sins.)
Lamentations 2:8-15   The Effects of the Devastation of Jerusalem and the Need for RepentanceVerses 8-9 tell us that is was the Lord who was behind all this destruction (not just the enemy) and that he left no stone unturned, as it were.  Most importantly, he has discontinued his dialog with his people  (“and her prophets find no vision from the LORD.” v. 9b ESV)  Why does the Lord “not restrain his hand 
from destroying”?  (The LORD had warned for centuries that  devastation would come as a result  of idolatry.  The removal of Israel should have been a wakeup call to Judah but alas, it was not.  “And the LORD said to me in the days of King Josiah: ‘Have you seen what she did, that faithless one, Israel, how she went  up on every high hill and under every green tree, and there played the whore? And I thought, “After she  has done all this she will return to me,” but she did not return, and her treacherous sister Judah saw it.  She saw that for all the adulteries of that faithless one, Israel, I had sent her away with a decree of divorce.  Yet her treacherous sister Judah did not fear, but she too went and played the whore.  Because she [Israel]  took her whoredom lightly, she polluted the land, committing adultery with stone and tree.  Yet for all this her treacherous sister Judah did not return to me with her whole heart, but in pretense, declares the LORD.” (Jeremiah 3:7-10 ESV)  Verses 10-12 There appears to be an attitude of remorse, repentance, and sorrow (mourning) among the  elders.  But is it real?  The infants and babies are starving.  The writer weeps sorely for Jerusalem, because of its destruction.  Jesus, on his way to Jerusalem for the final week of his life, gazed upon Jerusalem and  lamented for her in exactly the same attitude.  “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it!  How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers  her brood under her wings, and you would not!  See, your house is left to you desolate.” (Matthew 23:37-38 ESV)  Why is Jerusalem so special?  (It is the place where God dwells.)  Verse 12 talks of the infants and babies whose life is poured out as they cry to their mothers.  “Where is bread and wine?”  I find that  an interesting choice for sustenance.  (Flesh and blood?)  Is it “just” that the babies be included in this 
disaster?  How can God show mercy to the few who are righteous (or innocent)?

Ezra 1:1-11          The Decree of Cypress and the Response of the ExilesEzra first appears in this book in Chapter 7.  The books Nehemiah and Ezra are closely linked and are  thought to be authored by the same person.  “The events narrated in Ezra cover almost a century.  Jews had been taken into exile in Babylon by King Nebuchadnezzar in 586 B.C., but in 539 King Cyrus of Persia overthrew the Babylonian king, Nabonidus.  By doing so, he took control of a vast empire, including the territory of the former kingdoms of Israel and Judah.  In 538 B.C., Cyrus issued a decree that the Jewish exiles were free to return to their ancestral home.”  The ESV Study Bible, Introduction to Ezra p. 799. The opening lines of Ezra are a tribute to the prophet Jeremiah: “In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia,  that the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus  king of  Persia,  so  that  he  made a proclamation throughout  all  his  kingdom and also put  it  in  
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writing.”  (Ezra 1:1 ESV)  Then follows the proclamation with due homage the “the LORD,  the God of heaven…” (v. 2)  [ESV Study Bible Notes p. 804
“1:1-4 The Decree.  In the famous Cyrus Cylinder, the king boasts that those ‘of the holy cities beyond the Tigris who sanctuaries had been in ruins over a long period … I returned to their places.’  Ezra 1 reflects  that proclamation as it affected the Jews.
“1:1 the first year of Cyrus.  The narrative of Ezra continues from Chronicles (see 2 Chron. 36:22-23). The year of the decree is 538  B.C.  That the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be 
fulfilled.  See Jer. 25:11-14; 32:36-38.  The whole book of Ezra is the story of God’s work to fulfill his  promises by bringing his people back from exile and establishing them once again in their land.  The prophet Jeremiah had foretold an exile lasting 70 years, after which time Babylon would be punished and Judah restored.  The LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia.  This acknowledgment of God’s hand behind the events of the book is the perspective through which all those events are to be viewed (cf.  Ezra  1:5;  3:1;  5:5;  6:22;  7:6,  9;  8:18,  22;  10:14).   On  Cyrus’  role,  see  also  Isa.  44:28;  45:1.   Cyrus’ proclamation is only the beginning of a series of events that will fulfill the prophecy.  It is first made orally,  and carried through the vast Persian Empire, and then set down in writing, giving it the status of a solemn decree.”Interestingly  the  new sojourners  (ex-exiles)  are  permitted  to  take  all  that  they need  for  sacrifice  in  Jerusalem, to include silver and gold.  [ESV Study Bible Notes p. 804-805
“1:6-11  People help the exiles as commanded by their king, and Cyrus gives back the  vessels of the 
house of the LORD (v. 7), once stolen from the temple (2 Kings 25:13-17).  These are handed over to 
Sheshbazzar (Ezra 1:8), one of the early leaders of the returning exiles.  The title prince of Judah (v. 8) simply means that he was a leading member of the exiled community.  In 5:14-16 the initiation of the  temple’s reconstruction is attributed to Sheshbazzar, and there he is called ‘governor’.
“1:9 And this was the number of them: 30 basins of gold, 1,000 basins of silver, 29 censers.  This detailed  catalog  of  vessels  used  in  the  temple  in  Jerusalem  is  a  testimony  to  God’s  faithfulness  in  preserving not only a remnant of the people but also the materials they would need to reinstate temple  worship in Jerusalem.  God had not forgotten his promises.”
Ezra 3:1-13       Rebuilding the Altar and the TempleChapter 2 lists all the exiles, by their families, which return to Judah.  Chapter 3 opens with a reference to the seventh month (our September) during which occurs the Day of Atonement.  The intent of the ex-exiles is to celebrate it along with the Feast of Tabernacles.  In order to do this it will be necessary to  rebuild the altar.[ESV Study Bible Notes p. 807
“3:1 According to Israel’s calendar of pilgrimage feasts, the seventh month, Tishri (roughly September), was  the  month  of  the  great  Day  of  Atonement  (Lev.  23:26-32),  followed  by  the  Feast  of  Booths  (or Tabernacles; Lev. 23:33-43), which celebrated the exodus from Egypt.  Thus in the first year of the return, the people make their first pilgrimage to Jerusalem.Writing Group    October 18, 2011 Page 5



“3:2 built the altar.  On this occasion, the broken altar had first to be repaired so that sacrifices could once again be made.  The leading roles of  Jeshua and Zerubbabel  are again emphasized, with some stress on the role of the priests.
“3:3 in its place.  There may have been visible remains of the original altar (as perhaps implied by Jer. 41:4-5 [“On the day after the murder of Gedaliah, before anyone knew of it,  eighty men arrived from Shechem and Shiloh and  Samaria,  with their  beards  shaved and  their  clothes  torn,  and their  bodies gashed, bringing grain offerings and incense to present at the temple of the LORD.” ESV]); in any case, its exact location was evidently known.  The altar has absolute priority, as it had at the first entry into the land, many years before (Deut. 27:1-8).  The haste to erect it is perhaps heightened by the fear of  the 
peoples of the lands.  This phrase refers to residents of Judah, and perhaps neighboring areas, who were not  part  of  the  group  returning  from  exile.   Some  may  have  had  Jewish  origins,  but  they  present themselves as a distinct group, and they would soon oppose the work.  The exiles’ fear is another echo of their first occupation of the land, when fear had at first overwhelmed the Israelites (Num. 14:1-3).  On this occasion, despite their fear, they are resolute.  Burnt offerings were to be offered daily on the altar, morning and evening, as Moses commanded in Ex. 29:38-42.”Next was the task of rebuilding the temple.  Cyrus had granted the exiles permission to get cedars from  Lebanon.  The priests and Levites move into action.  They supervised the work of the building of the  temple  at  every  stage.   What  is  interesting  is  that  there  was  a  lot  of  weeping  associated  with  the  rebuilding of the temple.  These people were overjoyed at the prospect of having the temple built. “But  many of the priests and Levites and heads of fathers’ houses, old men who had seen the first house, wept with a loud voice when they saw the foundation of this house being laid, though many shouted aloud for joy, so that the people could not distinguish the sound of the joyful shout from the sound of the people’s  weeping, for the people shouted with a great shout, and the sound was heard far away.” (Ezra 3:12-13 ESV)
 
Ezra 4:7, 11-24          The Poison Pen Letter to Artaxerexes---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------A rather lengthy and boring note about the kings of Persia which may prove helpful.[The Dake Annotated Reference Bible
“Kings of Persia Ezra 1:1Cyrus, king of Persia (v. 1).  For more than a century now we have had ancient inscriptions deciphered and these with other sources of information give us a true understanding of the line of the kings of Persia  –  sources  like Herodotus,  Xenophon,  Ctesias,  and Nicolaus  of  Damascus who lived before Christ,  and Arrian of the 2nd century A.D.  In 1846 the writing on the famous Rock of Behistun, which rises 1,700 feet out of the plain on the high road from Babylon to the East, was found to be one on which Darius Hystaspis gave his own genealogy.  On this stone he claimed to be the 9th of a succession of kings of his fathers.Line of Persian Kings:1  st   list  2  nd   list  3  rd   list  History of Behistun Cylinder
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Herodotus Rock of Cyrus1. Phraortes I2. Deiokes Achaemes 3. Phraortes II   Teispes Teispes4. Cyaxares Ariyaramnes Cyrus I5. Astyages Arsames Cambyses 6. Cyrus Cyrus II7. Cambyses II Cambyses II8. Hystaspes Hystaspes9. Darius Hystaspis Darius Hystaspis
*Since the words Darius, Ahasuerus, and Artaxerxes are titles, any one or all of them could have been used by  
any of these kings.  To decide which one is definitely referred to on the basis of such titles is impossible.  We  
can only go by the time element in such passages.  (Dake’s, p. 806)
“Note that on the Cylinder of Cyrus the Persian, the one mentioned in v.1; Isa. 44:28; 45:1; Ezra 6:14, he  lists only the kings from the 3rd to the 7th one – his own son who succeeded him.  On the Behistun rock only kings 2-5, 8-9 are given, Cyrus the Persian and his son, Cambyses II, not being mentioned for some unknown reason.  However Darius Hystaspis, who made this list, does mention the fact the he was the 9 th of a succession of kings, so this would include the ones not named.  Herodotus gives the first 5 of the 9  Persian kings, and the Bible mentions 5, 6, and 9.  We have to supply from ancient history those that are missing in the Bible.  The 5th king, Astyages, was the husband of Esther and the father of Cyrus.  He was the Ahasuerus of Esther 1:1, and Darius the Mede of Daniel 5:31.  He is listed also by Herodotus as the 8th of a succession of Lydian kings called Aryenis the husband of Vashti who gave up the queenship to Esther because of her rebellion against him.  The 4 kings to stand up in Persia, as in Dan. 11:1-2, were the last 3  on the above list and Xerxes, the son of Darius Hystaspis.  6 more kings ruled in the time between these 4  and the coming of Alexander the Great. “Some confusion has arisen concerning the Persian kings due to appellative being mistaken for proper names,  and from their  transliteration into  other  languages.   Examples  of  appellative  are:  Pharaoh of Egypt, Abimelech of Philistia, and others, like the modern Czar, Sultan, and Shah.  Ahasuerus, meaning The  Mighty,  was  the  title  of  4  Median  and  Persian  kings.   Darius,  meaning  The  Restrainer or  The Maintainer was also used by several of these kings.  “The Cyrus of this passage was so named by God 150 years before his birth to Esther and Ahasuerus, and about 200 years before this decree which fulfilled Isa. 44:28-45:1.  The events of the book of Esther came before those of Ezra and Nehemiah; and the happenings of Neh. 1:1-7:4 came before Ezra 1:1-14”]      
A certainty in life is that those who are in power are ever vigilant of those who would deprive them of that power.  It is also true that when one people appear to be thriving, envy and jealousy seize their neighbors.  This was true in Jerusalem as well.  Let’s face it, the Jews have never been a people warmly received.  So when  it  became  clear  to  the  peoples  about  Jerusalem  (the  non-Jews)  that  the  activity  going  on  in Jerusalem might mean its resurgence on the world stage, they took it upon themselves to write to the Writing Group    October 18, 2011 Page 7



king.  These transports from Babylonia (from so many years before) wanted to advise the king that if  these Jews succeed in rebuilding the city and the temple, that all of the tribute which should flow to the king will stop.  Further, that these Jews will rise up in rebellion against the king, as they had done so often  in their past.  They urged the king to search the archives concerning these Jews which will confirm the  fears of these deportees (the transplanted Babylonians).  The object of the letter was to create a spirit of distrust in the king with respect of the Jews; they can’t  be trusted.  “You will  find in the book of the  records and learn that this city is a rebellious city, hurtful to kings and provinces, and that sedition was  stirred up in it from of old.  That is why this city was laid waste.  We make it known to the king that if this city is rebuilt and its walls finished, you will then have no possession in the province Beyond the River.”  (Ezra 4:15b-16 ESV)King Artaxerxes  responded by letter revoking the  decree of  Cyrus  and insisted that  all  rebuilding in Jerusalem cease at once.  “Therefore make a decree that these men be made to cease, and that this city be  not rebuilt,  until  a decree is made by me.  And take care not to be slack in this matter.   Why should  damage grow to the hurt of the king?”  (Ezra 4:21-22 ESV)  This happened some time between 530 and 520 B.C.  The work the ceased until the second year of Darius king of Persia (which was 520 B.C.).  
Haggai 1:1-2:9                The Command to Rebuild the TempleInterestingly the opening words of Haggai begin with: “In the second year of Darius the king…”  Well,  wouldn’t you know it, the word of the LORD came to Haggai in the second year of Darius the king.  As we have seen,  the people in  Judah have been told that  they may not rebuild their  temple nor their  city.  Evidently, however, they have been allowed to build their homes and to make improvements to them. “Thus says the LORD of hosts: These people say the time has not yet come to rebuild the house of the L ORD … Is it a time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, while this house lies in ruins?”  (Haggai  1:2, 4 ESV)  It sounds to me like the LORD is tired of being a “second class citizen” with his people.  I don’t  think all that much has changed in all the millennia since Haggai.  Is the LORD a second class citizen in 
our own lives?  Is the LORD first in our lives?  You may remember when David sought to build a house for the LORD.  It was in David’s heart to build a house for the LORD but the LORD had other plans (see 2 Sam. 7:1-17).  Let’s understand that it is not the building the LORD is concerned with, but rather men’s hearts and how they are directed toward him.  The people in post-exilic Jerusalem were more concerned with themselves that with their relationship with the LORD.  Is not the LORD the lord of the harvest?  He reminds them that they have sown much but harvested little; they eat but are not satisfied; they thirst but not quenched; they have clothes for warmth but are cold. “Why? declares the Lord of hosts.  Because of my house that lies in ruins, while each of you busies himself  with his own house.” (Haggai 1:9 ESV)  Obedience followed and then the LORD stirred up their spirit and they all renewed their efforts and worked on the house of the LORD, on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month in the second year of Darius the king.   As the people of Jerusalem look at the ruined temple they are discouraged perhaps thinking that this is too big a job for them.  “Who is left among you who saw this house in its former glory?  How do you see it  now?  Is it not as nothing in your eyes?  Yet now be strong… be strong all you people of the land, declares  the LORD.  Work, for I am with you, declares the LORD of hosts… My Spirit remains in your midst.  Fear not…” (Haggai 2:3, 4, 5b ESV)  [ESV Study Bible Notes p. 1745Writing Group    October 18, 2011 Page 8



“2:5  The command  fear not is based on an assurance of God’s presence:  My Spirit remains in your 
midst.  This is one of the strongest statements in the entire OT of God’s ongoing presence among his  people.  As the people gave willingly of talent, time, and goods in the building of the tabernacle (Exodus  25:1-3,  8;  28:3;  35:4-5,  10-11),  so  now  they  are  exhorted  to  fulfill  their  covenant  obligations  in contributing to the current temple restoration.”]The LORD is determined to restore the house with its former glory: “I will fill this house with glory, says  the LORD of hosts.  The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, declares the LORD of hosts.  The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the former, says the LORD of hosts.  And in this place I will give peace, declares the LORD of hosts.”  (Haggai 2:8-9 ESV)
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