
Joel 2:28-3:8                  The LORD Will Pour Out His Spirit      The point to remember about prophecy is that 80% of prophecy is “forth-telling” and 20% is “foretelling”.Verses 28 and 29 open with one of the more familiar passages in the Old Testament telling us that “And it shall come to pass afterward      that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,      your old men shall dream dreams,      and your young men shall see visions.Even on the male and female servants      in those days I will pour out my Spirit.  (Joel 2:28-29 ESV)This was proclaimed as a prophecy for some future time; Peter on Pentecost Sunday claimed its fulfillment as recorded in Acts 2:16-21.  At this time in history, the visitation of the Spirit was a rare and mostly singular event.  We have seen this type of activity with David, Samuel, Elijah and  Elisha among the more notable.  It was not an experience the average person (and even believer) would expect to have happen to him.  As if to underscore this point, Joel said “even” the male and female servants would experience this.  How does prophecy manifest itself?  (Dreams, visions, and the gift of “the word of the LORD”.) It is little wonder to me that Peter saw the fulfillment of this prophecy in Acts Chapter 2 (with, shall we say, the prompting of the Holy Spirit).  Peter, who was an “unlearned” fisherman, managed  to quote, virtually verbatim, this passage from Joel.  The prophecy goes on to describe “wonders in  the heavens” lots of smoke, blood and fire; the sun being turned into darkness and the moon to  blood “before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes.”  All of this bespeaks of judgment and it may be that the judgment spoken here was that which was brought upon Calvary.  I appreciate that many people think that this passage is referring to a time yet to come, but it looks like Peter sees this “day of the LORD” as having come with the advent of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.   Chapter 2 closes with words of comfort: “And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls on the  name of the LORD shall be saved.  For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who escape, as the LORD has said, and among the survivors shall be those whom the LORD calls.”  (Joel 2:32 ESV)  It sounds simple enough; just call upon the name of the LORD and you shall be saved. These words pervade the  New Testament  as  the  springboard to the  Gospel.   Expressions  like “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be saved,” echo throughout the Book of Acts and in  the epistles.  [ESV Study Bible Notes pp.1651-1652
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“2:28-32  Some past Jewish interpreters understood this passage to be referring to the messianic age.  The early church followed this line of thinking, as Peter quoted this passage on the day of  Pentecost (Acts 2:17-21).
“2:28-29 Afterward refers to a time after the assurances of vv. 18-27 and a time that is parallel with in those days (v. 29), pour out my Spirit.  The abundant, live-giving rains (v. 23), which God will shower on his people, illustrate the way in which God will pour out his Spirit on his people in  the  future  (cf.  Isa.  32:15;  44:3;  Ezek.  39:29).   All  flesh.  All  God’s  people  will  experience the outpouring of the Spirit and intimate communication with the Lord.  The sign of this outpouring  will be that not just a few but all (sons … daughters, old … and … young, male and female) will 
prophesy and dream dreams and  see visions.”]  {I  suspect that this happens to  all believers because “… after the fire the sound of a  low whisper…” (2 Kings 19:12 ESV);  this  is  how God communicates with us even today.  The distractions we face today may in fact be more in number than those faced by Elijah, but the LORD to us speaks in exactly the same manner – the sound of a low  whisper  or  as  the  King  James  Version  puts  it  “a  still  small  voice”.  –  j.t.}   What  are  the 
distractions which cancel the “low whisper” of God in your life?The  great  difficulty  in  interpreting  prophecy  is  to  sort  out  how  literally  the  vision  is  to  be  understood.  The danger is to read into the text what is not there.  The point to remember is that  sin will bring judgment but that with repentance is mercy.  If we spend time looking to the skies to  “read” a given prophecy we take our eyes off the LORD.  Jesus admonishes us: “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only.  For as  were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. …  Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.  But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not  have let his house be broken into.  Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”  (Matthew 24:36, 42-44 ESV)  Our responsibility is to keep faith and not to speculate about events over which we have no control.  What is our chief responsibility as 
regards prophecy?  Why?  The first eight verses of Chapter 3 speak of the restoration of Judah to their own land and the  reviving of their prosperity.  Simply put, the LORD will take care of his own.  How this prophecy may have been applied at the time it was written is not clear.  What is clear is that Peter cited this  passage on Pentecost to affirm Jesus’ claim as Messiah and to proclaim the coming of the Holy Spirit.
Joel 3:9-17             Plowshares into SwordsThe “nations” (i.e., the non-Hebrews) are baited by the LORD to prepare for war.  Do what you need to do: use your farming tools to advance the conflict.  Verse 10 is a deliberate twist of what Isaiah  declares in Chapter 2 verse 4: (and repeated in Micah 4:3)“He shall judge between the nations,
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       and shall decide disputes for many peoples;and they shall beat their swords into plowshares,       and their spears into pruning hooks;nation shall not lift up sword against nation,       neither shall they learn war anymore.”  (Isaiah 2:4 ESV)Notice verse 10 of Joel Chapter 3:“Beat your plowshares in swords,      and your pruning hooks into spears;      let the weak say, “I am a warrior”  (ESV)The LORD intends judgment  for  the  nations  and encourages  them to  come up to  the  Valley of Jehoshaphat.  I think he is telling them that they are deceived by the plentiful harvests and the full  winepresses, but this wealth will not deliver them.  This judgment is as a result of how the nations  treated Judah once she was made captive by Babylonia (in 586 B.C.).  So this hoard gathers in “the Valley of Jehoshaphat” (or the “valley of decision” in v. 14) to face the day of the LORD.  Here the LORD will visit on the nations all that they had sought to do to Judah.  Again, the LORD must prove himself to his people.   The people of God will be returned to their land and they will experience abundance.  
Habakkuk 1:1-2:1                  Habakkuk and the LORD DialogueNot much is known of Habakkuk and, interestingly enough, this prophecy does not address the people of Judah directly.  As far as the date when this was written, the only clue we have is in verse  6 of Chapter 1:“For behold, I am raising up the Chaldeans [Babylonians],       that bitter and hasty nation,who march through the breadth of the earth      to seize dwelling not their own.  (Habakkuk 1:6 ESV)So it appears that Habakkuk prophesied shortly before the fall of Jerusalem (in 586 B.C.). Habakkuk opens his oracle with that age-old complaint: “Why do you make me see iniquity,      and why do you idly look at wrong?”  (Habakkuk 1:3 ESV)Compare with:“O God, the nations have come into your inheritance;      they have defiled your holy temple;
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      they have laid Jerusalem in ruins. …“How long, O LORD? Will you be angry forever?      Will your jealousy burn like fire?”   (Psalm 79:1, 4 ESV)While  the  psalm  is  addressing  the  wickedness  of  the  heathen,  Habakkuk  is  lamenting  the wickedness of his own people.[ESV Study Bible Notes p. 1721
“1:2-11  First  Cycle.  Habakkuk  is  disappointed  that  God  does  not  seem to  be  answering  his prayers;  but  God’s  response  indicates  that,  unknown  to  the  prophet,  he  has  already  begun answering them.  [Does this ever happen to you?]
“1:2-4  Habakkuk’s Lament.  Habakkuk believes that God is letting sin go unpunished and that therefore  there  is  no  justice.   A  major  interpretative  decision  is  whether  the  source  of  the wrongdoing in these verses is  a  foreign power that  suppresses faithfulness (Assyrians) or the leaders of Judah who oppress their own people.  These notes reflect the second position.”]In verse three we learn of destruction and violence, strife and contention, and the law is paralyzed and justice is not served.  Habakkuk is talking of Jews against Jews.  The LORD then tells him that his plan is to bring the Babylonians in to purge the nation.  As described here these Chaldeans  appear like supermen.  They scoff at kings, they laugh (at fortresses), they sweep by like the wind (v. 11).  Here the LORD is using the Babylonians to execute judgment and justice.Habakkuk proclaims that  God is  from everlasting and manages to tie  his  fate to God’s  eternal  nature by stating: “We shall not die.” (eternal life? j.t.) (Habakkuk 2:12 ESV)  This is perhaps an acknowledgment of life after death.  We see in the New Testament that the Sadducees and the Pharisees still debate the question of resurrection of the dead and thus eternal life.“You who are of purer eyes than to see evil     and cannot look at wrong,why do you idly look at traitors     and remain silent when the wicked swallows up     the man more righteous than he.”  (Habakkuk 1:13 ESV)This verse points to God’s perfect holiness and here Habakkuk is puzzled because the LORD has chosen the Babylonians (more wicked than the Jews) to act as a judgment on the Jews.  Habakkuk must be wondering how this makes sense to God; would not God’s righteousness prevent him from using such corrupt people to deliver his judgment to Israel (Judah)?  Here I think that Habakkuk falls into the same trap we all do: that before God there is a degree of evil in sin; i.e., some sins are  worse than others.  I don’t think that is true.  One definition of sin is to “miss the mark”.  Whether 
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one misses it by an inch or by a mile one still misses the mark.  Since God is of purer eyes than to  behold iniquity, it is a miracle that he attends (i.e., hears) to us at all!  The remainder of the chapter discusses how the wicked go unchecked without rulers or judges  and that the Babylonians place great stock in their ability to conquer: “mercilessly killing nations forever”.  (v.1:17 ESV)  Chapter 2 opens with Habakkuk waiting for the LORD to respond to this complaint.  
Habakkuk 2:1-4; 9-20            “And the LORD answered me.”The LORD then gives Habakkuk an answer – not unlike the one he generally gives us: wait!  “For still the vision awaits its appointed time;     it hastens to the end – it will not lie.If it seems slow, wait for it;    it will surely come; it will not delay.” (Habakkuk 2:3 ESV)“Slow” is a relative term; with God slow could mean eons but with us it  could mean minutes,  particularly when we are accustomed to instant gratification.  Always lessons in patience.Here in verse 4 we see one of the foundation blocks of New Testament theology: “Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him,     but the righteous [just] shall live by his faith.”  (emphasis added)The first part of that verse (though it could be applied to many, if  not all of us) is speaking of  Nebuchadnezzar.  The second part speaks of the believer.  See Romans 1:17.The remainder of the chapter concerns itself with “woes” to the Chaldeans.  Verse 9 talks of the one who gets evil gain for his house; to set his nest on high, to be safe from harm.  Habakkuk may have been addressing the Babylonians (and rightly so) but how much of a stretch is it to see it in  one’s own life?  Habakkuk is only talking of relying on one’s own strength and not relying on the  LORD.  Really, why would the Babylonians rely on the LORD?  So the exhortation to us must be for us to lean on God.You have heard that is was said of old “The walls have ears”?  Well its roots may actually be found here (I really don’t know – but it works)“For the stone will cry out from the wall,     and the beam from the woodwork respond”  (Habakkuk 2:11 ESV)Interestingly, as Jesus was to enter Jerusalem triumphantly amid all the rejoicing and praising of God by the people,
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“… the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, rebuke your disciples.’  He answered, ‘I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out.’”   (Luke 19:40 ESV)I cite this only to show that the imagery of the stones crying out, by Jesus’ time, was not a new one.Verses 12-14 speak of the futility of trying to resist God and that all those who do work in vain, it is  all vanity and that ultimately the LORD’s glory will fill the earth.Verses 15-17 speak of the judgment which will befall Babylon because of the evil the Chaldeans  visited upon their neighbors – and not just Jerusalem.  This judgment is vividly described in Daniel Chapter 5 in the account of the handwriting on the wall.  Clearly, this may not have been what  Habakkuk had in mind, but the parallels are quite striking.“Then Daniel was brought in before the king.  The king answered and said to Daniel, ‘You are that Daniel, one  of the exiles of Judah, whom the king my father [Nebuchadnezzar – not father so much as ancestor – j.t.] brought from Judah.  I have heard of you that the spirit of the gods is in you, and that light and understanding and excellent wisdom  are found in you.  Now the wise men, the enchanters, have been brought in before me to read this writing and make known to me its interpretation, but they could not show the interpretation of the matter. But I have heard that you can  give interpretations and solve problems.  Now if you can read the writing and make known to me its interpretation,  you shall  be clothed with purple and have a chain of  gold around your neck and shall  be the third ruler in  the  kingdom.’“Then Daniel answered and said before the king, ‘Let your gifts be for yourself,  and give your rewards to another.  Nevertheless, I will read the writing to the king and make known to him the interpretation.  O king, the Most  High God gave Nebuchadnezzar your father [ancestor] kingship and greatness and glory and majesty.  And because of the greatness that he gave him, all peoples, nations, and languages trembled and feared before him.  Whom he would,  he killed, and whom he would, he kept alive; whom he would, he raised up, and whom he would, he humbled.  But when his heart was lifted up and his spirit was hardened so that he dealt proudly, he was brought down from his  kingly throne, and his glory was taken from him.  He was driven from among the children of mankind, and his mind  was made like that of a beast, and his dwelling was with the wild donkeys.  He was fed grass like an ox, and his body  was wet with the dew of heaven, until he knew that the Most High God rules the kingdom of mankind and sets over it  whom he will.  And you his son [descendant], Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, though you knew all this, but  you have lifted up yourself against the Lord of heaven.  And the vessels of his house have been brought in before you,  and you and your lords, your wives, and your concubines have drunk wine from them.  And you have praised the gods  of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which do not see or hear or know, but the God in whose hand is  your breath, and whose are all your ways, you have not honored.“‘Then from his presence the hand was sent, and this writing was inscribed.  And this is the writing that was  inscribed: MENE, MENE, TEKEL and PARSIN.  This is the interpretation of the matter: MENE, God has numbered the  days of your kingdom and brought it to an end; TEKEL, you have been weighed in the balances and found wanting;  PERES, your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians.’“… That very night Belshazzar the Chaldean king was killed.  And Darius the Mede received the kingdom, being about sixty-two years old.”                 Daniel 5:13-28, 30Idolatry is discussed in verses 18-19 and the obvious folly of it all.  The response: “But the LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him.” (Habakkuk 2:20)
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Habakkuk 3:1-18                    Habakkuk’s Prayer  (Psalm)This is a prayer of praise – for the first sixteen verses Habakkuk outlines one after another of the  great works of the LORD in dealing with his people.  It should serve as a reminder to us who are so  far removed (in time) from Habakkuk, that we worship the very same LORD today and he is as omnipotent now as he was then.   One of the most memorable lines from this prayer is: “In wrath remember mercy.” (v. 2b) Habakkuk’s close is a praise worthy of Job: “Though he slay me, I will  hope in him…” (Job 13:15a ESV)
Malachi 1:1; 6-14                   The Priests’ Polluted OfferingsMalachi opens with “The oracle of the word of the LORD to Israel by Malachi.” (Mal. 1:1 ESV)  I mention this only because Malachi is addressing the post-exilic people of Judah.  “Israel” was a  deliberate choice by Malachi to remind them not of the divided kingdom, but rather the one that existed in the time of David.  The term Israel would tie the people to the covenant obligations of their fathers and of the covenants made with God (beginning with the one delivered on Mount  Sinai).  If Malachi intended the term “Israel” to remind the people of their covenant obligations, then what follows must be stinging.  The accusations here are directed against the priests (because they were the only ones who could offer sacrifices) yet the point should not be lost on all of the people.  The LORD (through the prophet) is charging that the offerings made to the LORD were second-rate (i.e., the blind, lame, diseased, etc.).   He equates this sloppiness with being despised and asks that if  this offering was made to the king, would he be honored? [Rhetorical!]  So the LORD is despised through this type of cheating.  It must be that since the priests and people cannot “see” God then God cannot see the second- or third-rate offerings.  (An “out of sight out of mind mentality”.)  The  chapter closes with the LORD reminding everyone:  “For I am a great King, says the LORD of hosts, and my name will be feared among the nations.”  
[An interesting factoid from the Notes of the ESV Study Bible:
“The Lord of Hosts: Frequency and Use in the OT“Why does the title “LORD of hosts” appear more frequently in Malachi than in any other OT book, and in the time of the prophetic books more than during other time periods?  In the period of Isaiah,  the  northern  kingdom  was  overrun  and  destroyed  and  the  southern  kingdom  almost destroyed by the ‘hosts’ (armies) of Assyria.  God’s people had so few troops that the Assyrian King Sennacherib could mockingly challenge King Hezekiah with the offer of a gift of 2,000 horses if  Hezekiah could find enough soldiers to ride them (Isa. 36:8)  Similarly, in the period of Jeremiah, the southern kingdom was wiped out by the hosts (armies) of Babylon.
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“In the postexilic period of Malachi, the postage-stamp-sized Judah, as a tiny province within the vast Persian Empire, had no army of its own.  It is precisely in such times, when God’s people are painfully aware of how limited their own resources are, that there is no greater comfort than the fact the Lord has his invincible heavenly armies standing at the ready.  It is like the comfort the Elisha prayed for his servant at Dothan when they were surrounded by the Syrian armies: ‘“O LORD, please open his eyes that he may see”  So the LORD opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw, and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha’ (2 Kings 6:17). Perhaps it is like the comfort felt by Jesus before the cross: ‘Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels?’ (Matt. 26:53).“The following chart shows the percentages of verses in a book containing at least one occurrence of the phrase ‘LORD of hosts’ (or related variation): Malachi 43.6%Haggai 31.6%Zechariah 21.8%Amos 6.1%Jeremiah 5.9%Isaiah 4.7%Nahum 4.3%Zephaniah 3.8%Habakkuk 1.8%Micah 1.0%2 Samuel 0.9%Psalms 0.7%1 Samuel 0.6%Hosea 0.5%1 Kings 0.4%1 Chronicles 0.3%2 Kings 0.3%
Amos 1:1-5; 1:13-2:8                 Judgment on Israel’s NeighborsAmos opens telling us that he was “among the shepherds of Tekoa” (v. 1:1) which tells me that he  was called to be a prophet out of his day job of tending sheep.  Later we will learn that he dressed  sycamore fig trees (7:14-15) as a sideline.  While I hesitate to say that Amos is “reluctant” it is clear  that he sees his calling as just that – a vocation – a calling from God to speak to both Israel and Judah.   He  prophesies  during  the  reigns  of  Uzziah,  king  of  Judah  and  Jeroboam  (II)  of  Israel  sometime between 796 and 739 B.C.  As stated, Amos was, among other things, a shepherd.  In the socio-economic system then prevalent in that area of the world, shepherds were at or near the bottom.  While David was a shepherd,  for  some reason his  greatness  did not lift  the life  of  a 
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shepherd from the lowest ranks of society.  Even way back when Joseph was in Egypt, shepherding  was not well regarded: “When Pharaoh calls you and says, ‘What is your occupation?’ you shall say,  ‘Your servants have been keepers of livestock from our youth even until now, both we and our fathers,’ in order that you may dwell in the land of Goshen, for every shepherd as an abomination to the Egyptians.”  (Genesis 46:33-34 ESV emphasis added)Amos begins by warning of judgment to the nations which surround Israel for their treatment of their neighbors.  He warns Syria (Damascus); Philistia (Gaza); Phoenicia (Tyre); and Edom.  All of  the warnings are introduced by the phrase “For three transgressions of (…) and for four, I will not  revoke the punishment…” (ESV vs. 3, 6, 9, 11)  [ESV Study Bible Notes p. 1659 regarding “for three transgressions and for four…”
“1:3 three transgressions … four.  This poetic expression is used to introduce the judgment upon all  seven of  the neighboring nations,  and upon Israel  as  well  (2:6).   It  is  a  way of  expressing totality: “three” expresses the plural in Hebrew, and by raising it to “four” the idea of multiplicity is conveyed.”]The judgment continues with the one set for the Ammonites.  The Ammonites were descendants of  Lot Abraham’s nephew and when the Hebrews were conquering the promised land, the LORD made it clear that they were not to disturb the sons of Ammon,  because he was born to the younger daughter  of  Lot.   For  centuries  the  sons of  Ammon and the  sons of  Gad disputed the  border between them, the offence here is the murder of pregnant Gilead women (Gaddites) just to enlarge  the Ammonites’ borders.The next judgment is leveled against Moab.  Moab, like Ammon, was born, in this case, to the older daughter of Lot.  The bible does not tell us the names of the daughters of Lot because, they were  female.  Tells you how important they thought women were!  [Not to digress too far, the daughters  of Lot were fearful that the whole earth was barren after the destruction of Sodom.  They could not have known that the destruction was limited to a small geographic area.  In an effort to secure the continuance of the race, they got Lot, their father, inebriated and each took turns laying with him. The older produced Moab and the younger produced Ammon.  The event is recounted in Genesis  chapter 19 beginning in verse 30]  Moab’s offence was the burning of the bones (perhaps murder?) of the king of Edom.  Another aside: Edom was spawned from Jacob’s brother Esau.  Evidently the family could not get along.  That Moab is being punished for what it did to Edom is indicative that the judgments are not only for offenses against the Jews.  Wrong is wrong in God’s sight. Yeah!  Go Amos get them heathens! Amos is an equal-opportunity prophet.  Judah is next.  The judgment against Judah is for the same  sin it is always guilty of.  Here it is identified as “lies” but to my mind, the sin is idolatry.  The oracle 
Writing Group    November 15, 2011 Page 9



says that Judah has rejected the law of the LORD and the first law of the LORD is a prohibition against “other gods”.  We have seen this regression to false gods over and over again.  It was great that Amos was going after the enemies of the Jews, but now that he’s turned on them, they, in turn, turn on him.Israel is next on the hit list.  Save the best (or is it worst?) for last!  Israel’s offenses include “selling the righteous for silver” and abusing the poor “the needy for a pair of sandals – those who trample the head of the poor into the dust of the earth.” (v. 6b-7a ESV)  Here we are talking of how the  people of God are oppressing each other but only for money.  Remember that the poor hold a special place in the heart of the LORD.  The LORD speaking of the righteous Josiah: “Did not your father [Josiah] eat and drinkand do justice and righteousness?Then it was well with him. He judged the cause of the poor and needy;then it was well.Is not this to know me?declares the LORD?   (Jeremiah 22:16 ESV)It gets worse.Idolatry was common fare in Israel,  after all they had altars all  over the place and two golden calves to offer sacrifices to.  This idolatry was introduced by the first king of Israel in an unveiled  attempt to prevent his people from migrating back to Judah by worshipping at the temple (the only place to worship) in Jerusalem.Fornication was practiced by both father and son with the same person which amounts to incest.  As if that was not bad enough, they practiced this behavior “beside every altar” which was a pagan practice (the cult prostitutes) and on garments taken as a pledge.  This is a wanton disregard for the laws of God as stated in Exodus 22:26-27 (ESV) “If you take your neighbor’s cloak in pledge,  you shall return it to him before the sun goes down, for that is his only covering, and it is his cloak for his body, in what else shall he sleep?”  “and in the house of their God they drink     the wine of those who have been fined.”   (Amos 2:8b ESV)I could find nothing definitive regarding this particular verse, but it seems to me that considering  the abuses listed above; this offense must also be grievous.  It was to Amos anyway.     
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